Tianjin, formerly known in English as Tientsin, is a metropolis in northern coastal Mainland China
and one of the five national central cities of China, with a total municipal population of
15,469,500. It is governed as one of the four direct-controlled municipalities of the PRC and is
thus under direct administration of the central government. Tianjin borders Hebei Province and
Beijing Municipality, bounded to the east by the Bohai Gulf portion of the Yellow Sea. Part of the
Bohai Economic Rim, it is the largest coastal city in northern China. Nowadays Tianjin is a
dual-core city, with its main urban area (including the old city) located along the Hai River, which
connects to the Yellow and Yangtze Rivers via the Grand Canal; and Binhai, a New Area urban
core located east of the old city, on the coast of Bohai Sea. It is a base of China's advanced
industry, financial reform, and innovation.

Tianjin features a four-season, monsoon-influenced climate, typical of East Asia, with cold, windy,
very dry winters reflecting the influence of the vast Siberian anticyclone, and hot, humid
summers, due to the monsoon. Spring in the city is dry and windy, occasionally seeing
sandstorms blowing in from the Gobi Desert, capable of lasting for several days. The monthly
24-hour average temperature ranges from −3.4 °C (25.9 °F) in January to 26.8 °C (80.2 °
F) in July, with an annual mean of 12.90 °C (55.2 °F). With monthly percent possible sunshine
ranging from 48% in July to 61% in October, the city receives 2,522 hours of bright sunshine

annually. Having a low annual total precipitation of 511 millimetres (20.1 in), and nearly
three-fifths of it occurring in July and August alone, the city lies within the semi-arid zone, with
parts of the municipality being humid continental (Köppen Dwa/BSk, respectively).

The city has many sights; its streetscapes- an assemblage of historic nineteenth - and early
twentieth-century European architecture, juxtaposed with the concrete and glass monoliths of
contemporary China- are its most engrossing attraction. The dense network of ex-concession
streets south and west of the central train station, and south of the Hai River, now constitute the
areas of most interest to visitors. Unmistakable are the châteaux of the French concession, which
now make up the downtown district just south of the river, and the haughty mansions the British
built east of here. Farther east, also south of the river, the architecture of an otherwise
unremarkable district has a sprinkling of stern German constructions.

Tianjin Binhai International Airport (IATA: ZBTJ) is located in the east of the urban area, in Dongli
District, which is only 15 km (9 miles) to the east of the urban area. Domestic routes include
Changchun, Chengdu, Guangzhou, Haikou, Shanghai-Hongqiao, Shanghai-Pudong, Zhuhai etc. A
few international routes are available, including Hiroshima, Hong Kong, Kaohsiung, Kuala
Lumpur, Nagoya, Seoul-Incheon, Singapore, Taipei-Songshan, Tapei-Taoyuan,

and Ulan

Bator.

However the destinations are far more than that, if Beijing Capital International Airport is taken
into account, which is so near. Because the fairly short distance between the two cities, and
bullet train service available, consider both cities as an arrival point. Tianjin Railway Station is the

largest station in the city, open for the bullet train to Beijing South train station. Tianjin West and
Tianjin South stations serve bullet trains to Shanghai, while Tianjin West is within the urban area,
Tianjin South is a further away from the city center.

